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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn 

Urban  District  Council 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Health 
Report. 

The  Birth-rate  was  31.6  and  the  Death-rate  19.9  per  1000. 

The  Infantile  Death-rate  was  131  per  1000  births,  which,  after 
making  every  allowance,  is  far  too  high. 

Over-crowding  continues  to  be  the  most  conspicuous  sanitary 
fault  and  so  far  from  being  ameliorated  gets  worse  month  by 

month. 

Both  the  supply  and  distribution  of  Milk  in  Hebburn  is  as 
unsatisfactory  as  it  could  possibly  be. 

With  the  exception  of  Measles  there  has  been  no  excessive 
amount  of  Infectious  Disease. 

I am  Gentlemen,  , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  NORMAN. 


May,  1920. 


Annual  Health  Report, 


PART  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  the  population 
of  Hebburn  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1919  was  23,491  for  Birth- 
rate, and  22,551  for  Death-rate.  A more  exact  figure  would  be 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  of  25,000. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  district  was  744, 
made  up  of  378  males  and  366  females,  and  38  of  them  (22  males 
and  16  females)  were  illegitimate.  The  Birth-rate  was  31.6  per 
1000.  The  following  are  the  rates  for  the  last  five  years: — 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Number  of  Births  ... 

...  749 

736 

700 

751 

744 

Birth-rate  

...  31.7 

30.2 

26.5 

30.7 

31.6 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  civilians  registered  (soldiers  and 
sailors  are  not  included)  was  451,  of  whom  237  were  males  and 
214  females.  The  Death-rate  was  19.9  per  1000 — a high  figure 
and  mainly  due  to  the  third  wave  of  the  Influenza  epidemic  which 
was  encountered  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.' 
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The  rates  for  the  last  five  years  were: — - 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

...  375 

350 

411 

533 

451 

Death-rate  

..  15.9 

15.6 

17.3 

24.6 

19.9 

Infantile  Death-Rate. 

The  number  of  children  who  died  below  the  age  of  one  year 
was  98,  and  comprised  an  equal  number  of  boys  and  girls,  viz. : — 
49  of  each;  two  boys  and  four  girls  were  illegitimate/  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  131  per  1000  births,  which  is  exactly 
the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  figure  is  high  beyond 
reason  and  may  be  expected  to  remain  so  until  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  town  has  been  improved  and  the  overcrowding 
nuisance  has  been  abated.  The  following  table  giving  statistics 
for  the  last  ten  years  shows  how  little  improvement  has  been 
effected!  in  this  important  matter. 


No.  of 

Death-rate  per 

Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Infant  Deaths. 

1000  Births. 

1910 

709 

80 

112 

1911 

747 

94 

125 

1912 

761 

120 

158 

1913 

811 

98 

122 

1914 

784 

87 

no 

1915 

749 

82 

109 

1916 

736 

77 

104 

1917 

700 

85 

121 

1918 

751 

99 

131 

1919 

744 

98 

131 

Zymotic  Death-Rate. 

The  term  “ Zmyotic  ” is  here  used  to  include  only  the  older 
notifiable  diseases  and  not  such  as  Pneumonia  or  Tuberculosis 
which  have  more  recently  been  added  to  the  list.  They  caused 
28  deaths  as  shown  in  tabular  form  below. 
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Disease. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate, 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Measles 

25 

1 

6 

1-05 

0-04 

0*26 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

• • • 

2 

o*o8 

• • • 

0*08 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 1 

10 

0-46 

°'45 

• • • 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

4 

4 

0-08 

0*18 

o-i8 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

o‘04 

• • * 

Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years) 

25 

24 

16 

105 

o-io 

0*00 

Totals  ... 

66 

39 

28 

2*76 

•77 

•52 

Measles. 

Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  and  fourth  quarters 
and  was  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout  the  year.  The  disease 
was  generally  mild  though  a few  severe  cases  were  met  with  and 
six  deaths  occurred,  two  being  males  and  four  females.,. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  made  their  appearance  at 
irregular  intervals  all  over  the  district.  Some  of  them  were 
virulent,  and  two  males  died. 


Whooping  Cough. 

No  death  from  Whooping  Cough  was  recorded — an  unusual 
event. 

Diphtheria, 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Diphtheria  out  of  nineteen  noti- 
fications received,  but  of  these  seven  returned  a negative  swab. 
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Diarrhoea. 

(Under  two  3rears.) 

Only  16  deaths  were  recorded,  10  males  and  6 females.  The 
number  is  smaller  than  might  have  been  expected  seeing  that  the 
town  was  in  a very  insanitary  condition  during  August  and 
September. 

Influenza. 

In  January  the  dreaded  Influenza  returned  and,  though  not 
nearly  so  severe  as  the  November  visitation,  it  caused  84  deaths 
of  whom  45  were  males  and  39  females.  By  the  middle  of 
February  the  outbreak  was  at  an  end.  On  the  1st  of  March  the 
disease  became  compulsorily  notifiable,  but  from  then  to  the  end 
of  the  year  not  one  notification  was  sent  in. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  56  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis,  37  being  pulmonary 
cases;  24  were  males  and  32  females. 

Cancer. 

Cancer  caused  22  deaths,  mainly  among  the  aged,  a number 
which  is  neither  above  nor  below  the  annual  average  of  recent 
years. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. 

Every  year  respiratory  diseases  cause  many  deaths,  especially 
during  the  season  of  Easterly  winds  in  early  Spring.  Last  year 
91  deaths  occurred,  48  being  males  and  43  females. 

Heart  Disease. 

Twenty-three  deaths  were  caused  by  Organic  Heart  Disease, 
which  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a disease  at  all  but  rather  the  result 
of  some  antecedent  condition  such  as  rheumatism  or  syphilis. 

Violent  Deaths. 

Deaths  from  violence  numbered  nine,  being  works  accidents 
burns  and  scalds,  etc.  Two  persons  committed  suicide. 
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PART  II. 


In  recent  years  the  list  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  been 
lengthened  by  the  inclusion  of  many  diseases  whose  infectious 
nature  was  formerly  unknown.  Also  as  a direct  result  of  the 
War  many  cases  of  unfamiliar  diseases  such  as  Dysentery  and 
Malaria  have  been  introduced  into  the  country,  and  may  quite 
Conceivably  cause  trouble  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  855  notifications  were  received,  a much 
higher  number  than  the  220  in  1918,  the  increase  being  explained 
by  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  the  first  and  fourth  quarters. 

In  the  first  quarter  there  were  323  notifications: — 


Scarlet  Fever  14 

Diphtheria  4 

Erysipelas  5 

Measles  202 

Pneumonia  59 

Tuberculosis  39 


Total  323 

In  the  second  quarter  there  were  178: — - 

Scarlet  Fever  13 

Diphtheria  2 

Erysipelas  3 

Measles  91 

Pneumonia  29 

Pneumonia  29 

Ophthalmia  2 

Malaria  4 

Tuberculosis  34 


Total 


178 
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The  third  quarter  had  81 : — 

Scarlet  Fever  16 

Enteric  Fever  1 

Diphtheria  8 

Erysipelas  1 

Measles  4 

Pneumonia  7 

Ophthalmia  2 

Polio -myelitis  1 

Malaria  7 

Dysentery  1 

Tuberculosis  33 


Total  81 

In  the  fourth  quarter  there  were  273: — 

Scarlet  Fever  19 

Diphtheria  5 

Erysipelas  3 

Measles  219 

Pneumonia  8 

Ophthalmia  4 

Dysentery  1 

Encephalitis  1 

Tuberculosis  13 


Total  273 

All  these  cases  were  visited  by  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
whose  special  duty  is  concerned  with  infectious  diseases.  Disin- 
fectants were  supplied  where  necessary,  and  in  the  case  of  Measles 
a printed  “ M ” was  attached  to  the  fan-light  or  door.  After  the 
removal  of  a patient  to  Hospital  the  clothing  and  bedding  was 
put  through  the  disinfector  and  the  house  sprayed  with  Formalin,, 
the  same  procedure  being  followed  after  all  infectious  deaths  and 
in  other  cases  when  requested. 
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Scarlet  Fever, 

Notifications  numbered  62,  the  largest  number  being  17  from 
the  East  Ward,  and  all  were  taken  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  The 
disease  was  present  throughout  the  year  in  sporadic  form,  but 
was  never  epidemic. 

Enteric  Fever, 

One  notification  was  received,  the  patient  being  an  elderly 
man  from  the  North  Ward.  His  blood  test  gave  a negative  re- 
action which  was  supported  by  the  subsequent  course  of  the 
disease,  and  the  notification  was  accordingly  withdrawn.  Thus  the 
district  has  been  entirely  free  from  Enteric  Fever  for  more  than  two 
years — a very  gratifying,  and  in  view  of  certain  insanitary  con- 
ditions, a somewhat  surprising  state  of  things. 

Diphtheria. 

Nineteen  notifications  of  Diphtheria  were  received  and  all  except 
one  who  was  too  ill  to  be  moved  were  taken  into  hospital.  Of  the 
others,  11  returned  positive  bacteriological  swabs,  in  the  case  of 
the  remainder  the  diagnosis  was  open  to  doubt.  This  dangerous 
disease  while  never  absent  altogedier,  never  in  my  experience 
has  been  anything  worse  than  a menace.  For  at  lest  the  past 
ten  years  there  has  been  no  epidemic. 

Measles. 

Measles,  though  regarded  with  the  easy  indifference  which 
familiarity  engenders,  is  really  one  of  the  most  deadly  and  crippling 
of  diseases.  Middle-ear  disease,  chronic  bronchitis  and  consump- 
tion are  some  of  its  more  common  results.  Unfortunately  die 
administrative  control  of  Measles  is  in  practice  impossible  because 
of  the  explosive  way  in  which  the  disease  appears  and  spreads. 
To  deal  effectively  with  an  epidemic  of  Measles  in  an  over-crowded 
district  like  Hebburn  a staff  of  a hundred  nurses  would  hardly 
be  adequate.  Perhaps  that  is  why  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
removed  Measles  from  the  list  of  compulsorily  notifiable  diseases. 
In  any  case  it  has  to  be  admitted  that  notification  has  not  proved 
to  be  of  any  real  value. 
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Pneumonia. 

Both  acute  primary  and!  influenzal  pneumonia  have  recently  been 
made  notifiable.  The  utility  of  the  regulation  has  yet  to  be  shown. 
These  cases  come  on  with  great  suddenness,  run  a short  and 
severe  course  and  end  either  in  death  or  in  complete  recovery 
within  a very  few  days.  The  patient  is  so  prostrate  that  removal 
to  hospital  is  more  risky  than  remaining  in  his  often  insanitary 
home,  so  that  skilful  and  efficient  home  nursing  is  of  the  first 
importance. 

Tuberculosis  ji 

s Tuberculosis  is  far  too  common  in  Hebburn  and  there  is  no 
possibility  of  improvement  until  the  over-crowding  difficulty  has 
been  remedied.  That  the  disease  is  infectious  is  now  very 
generally  known  by  the  public,  and  the  need  for  isolating  the 
patient  and  disinfecting  his  clothing  and  surroundings  is  admitted; 
but  these  measures  cannot  be  taken  in  an  over-crowded  dwelling 
and  thus  the  disease,  under  conditions  the  most  favourable  to  itself 
flourishes  and  spreads.  During  the  year  119  notifications  were 
received,  72  of  Pulmonary  and  47  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  there  were  56  deaths. 


Polio-myelitis. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Polio -myelitis  notified,  the  patient 
being  an  infant  who  resided  in  an  over-crowded  house  in  the  North 
Ward.  The  child  recovered  but  one  leg  remains  wasted  and 
paralysed. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

This  disease,  popularly  known  as  “ Sleeping  Sickness,”  was 
met  with  for  the  first  time.  The  victim,  a ship-yard  labourer 
aged  40,  was  seized  on  October  1st  with  intense  pain  in  the  head 
tpgether  with  a high  temperature  and  gastritis.-,  A few  days 
afterwards  he  was  taken  to  die  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  where  he 
remained  for  several  weeks.  Very  gradually  he  improved  and  in 
February  of  this  year  was  able  to  resume  work  to  all  appearance 
completely  cured. 


Venereal  Disease. 

No  reliable  means  exists  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  these 
diseases  have  increased  during  the  war,  though  it  is  generally 
assumed  that  a considerable  increase  has  taken  place.  If  such 
be  the  case  it  seems  strange  that  only  eight  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Nes-natorum  were  notified!,  and  that  in  none  of  them  so  far  as  I 
am  aware  was  the  eyesight  permanently  damaged. 

Fever  Hospital. 

Eighty -one  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  of 
of  whom  62  had  Scarlet  Fever,  18  had  Diphtheria,  and  one  was 
under  suspicion  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  hospital  continues  to  enjoy 
and  to  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  for  every  in- 
fectious case  to  be  taken  there,  is  accepted  as  a matter  of  course.' 
There  were  five  deaths  (all  children),  two  from  Scarlet  Fever 
and  three  from  Diphtheria.  The  old  wooden  Diphtheria  block 
has  for  long  been  totally  unfit  for  its  purpose  and  every  year 
becomes  more  dilapidated,  and  a new  building  should  be  erected 
as  soon  as  ever  circumstances  permit.*  In  (the  "Administration 
block  the  sleeping  accommodation  is  utterly  inadequate  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Durham  County  Council  will  soon  proceed 
to  build  the  additional  bedrooms  which  were  held  up  during 
the  war. 

The  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  which  adjoins  the  Hospital  and 
contains  twenty-four  beds,  has  been  fully  occupied  throughout 
the  year.  Many  pf  the  patients  improved  to  a surprising  degree 
and  one  would  like  to  know  how  long  after  their  departure  the 
improvement  was  maintained;  the  fact  that  one  of  our  nurses  and 
two  of  the  maids  are  old  patients  and  in  excellent  health  indicates 
clearly  that  given  a hygienic  life  afterwards  Sanatorium  treat- 
ment is  of  great  value. 

PART  III. 

General  Sanitation. 

It  must  obviously  take  some  time  before  the  District  can 
recover  from  the  enforced  neglect  of  the  last  five  years.  Streets 
and  lanes  need  repairs,  and  a large  number  of  houses  require 


attention  on  account  of  structural  and  sanitary  defects.  Over- 
crowding exists  to  an  extreme  degree  and  the  sub -letting  of 
rooms,  often  at  absurdly  inflated  rents,  is  widely  practised.  The 
Council’s  Housing  Scheme  will  no  doubt  materialise  at  some 
future  date,  but  meanwhile  the  need  is  pressing  and  urgent,  and 
the  health  and  physique  of  the  public  are  being  steadily  under- 
mined. It  has  been  computed  that  at  a moderate  estimate  the 
number  of  houses  required  to  meet  the  present  and  prospective 
shortage  is  about  three  thousand,  but  if  more  new  industries  are 
introduced  and  old  ones  continue  to  expand,  the  number  will  be 
greater. 

Refuse  Disposal, 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the  removal 
of  night-soil.  The  arrangement  has  been  that  the  ash-closets 
(which  is  the  pre-dominant  type  of  closet)  were  emptied  each 
week  and  their  contents  taken  to  the  United  Alkali  Company’s 
hopper  and  thence  out  to  sea.  This  system  became  impossible 
during  the  war  and  most  of  the  stuff  had  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  farms,  some  being  dumped  down  ion  the  Council’s  land 
next  the  riverside.  YTery  soon  an  intolerable  nuisance  was  created 
land  a more  sanitary  method  had  to  be  found.  The  best  course 
to  follow  by  far  would  be  to  substitute  the  water-carriage  for  the 
present  system,  but  the  cost  of  the  alteration  would  be  prohibitive 
under  present  conditions.  It  has  been  suggested  to  erect  a 
destructer,  or  rather  a pulveriser,  and  the  proposal  is  now  -ac- 
ceiving  the  attention  of  the  Council.  It  is  claimed  for  the  latter 
scheme  that  the  refuse  after  pulverisation  is  innocuous  and  also 
valuable  as  a manure,  which,  if  true  makes  the  proposal  some- 
what attractive,  and  decidedly  worthy  of  careful  investigation. 
But  it  must  be  'borne  i n mind  that  the  erection  of  a pulverizer  will 
merely  be  a substitute  for  the  present  costly  and  clumsy  system 
of  disposal  by  hopper,  and  will  by  no  means  diminish  the  necessity 
for  establishing  the  water-carriage  system  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 
The  fact  is  that  the  earth-closet  is  not  and  cannot  be  made  other 
than  a dirty  and  offensive  nuisance,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
abolished.  1 i 
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Infant  Clinic. 

The  Infant  Clinic  continues  to  be  well  patronised  and  has 
undoubtedly  satisfied  a real  want.  During  the  year  the  names  of 
797  children  were  registered  and  included  a very  large  per- 
centage of  the  total  births,  though  all  ages  up  to  five  years  were 
represented.  The  number  of  attendances  was  2447.  Dried  milk 
(Glaxo)  was  in  great  demand,  5261  lbs.  being  disposed  of. 
Dried  milk  is  decidedly  to  be  preferred  to  cows’  milk  as  a food 
for  infants  unless  one  can  be  sure  that  the  latter  is  both  pure 
and  fresh,  and  the  milk  retailed  in  Hebburn  is  neither  pure  nor 
fresh.)  Three-and-a-quarter  cwts.  of  Numoi  were  sold,  as  also 
138  packets  of  Lactagol  and  24  pounds  of  Chemical  Food.  Quite 
recently  wool  was  added  to  the  list  of  purchasable  articles  and 
a few  pounds  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  district  is  now  served  by  two  of  the  County  Health 
Visitors  who,  besides  attending  at  the  Clinic  on  three  afternoons 
a week  visit  all  notified  birth  and  also  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  A 
considerable  number  of  sanitary  defects  have  been  reported  by 
them,  and  very  many  instances  of  overcrowding.  The  former 
have  had  attention  and  been  remedied,  with  regard  to  the  latter 
we  have  been  helpless. 

Milk. 

, It  is  tp  be  hoped  that  before  long  the  question  of  pure  milk 
will  engage  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.!  It  is 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that  most  of  the  milk  sold  in  Hebburn  is 
actually  a danger  to  health.  Most  of  it  is  brought  long  distances 
by.  train  and  on  arrival  has  lost  its  freshness  and  usually  is  dirty, 
and  contaminated.  In  some  cases  there  is  only  one  delivery  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  which  means  that  in  hot  or  thundery 
weather  the  milk  sours  and  becomes  useless.  Under  such  circum- 
stances an  Infantile  Mortality -rate  of  131  ceases  to  cause  surprise? 

One  of  the  worst  of  the  many  bad!  results  of  over-crowding 
is  the  difficulty  so  many  women  experience  at  the  time  of  child- 
birth. Conditions  in  many  cases  are  insanitary  and  in  not  a few 
actually  indecent,  and  until  houses  are  built  it  seems  desirablei 
that  the  Local  Authority  should  find  accommodation  (not 
necessarily  free)  for  such  maternity  cases  as  may  require  it.  The 
existing  system  is  unfair  to  the  mother  and  injurious  to  the  child, 
and  with  the  birth-rate  rising  the  problem  becomes  more  urgent. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Hebburn  Urban  District,  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes- — Civilians  only. 

237 

214 

1 Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

2 Small-pox 

. . . 

• • • 

3 Measles  ... 

2 

4 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

2 

• • • 

5 Whooping-Cough 

• • • 

• . . 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

2 

7 Influenza  ... 

45 

39 

8 Erysipelas 

. . . 

• • • 

9 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

16 

21 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

6 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

6 

5 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

12 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

• . • 

2 

14  Meningitis. 

6 

2 

15  Organic  Heart  disease 

x3 

10 

16  Bronchitis 

x4 

1 1 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

31 

31 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

T9  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

10 

6 

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

2 

21  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

• . . 

21a  Alcoholism 

• • • 

• • • 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

8 

4 

23  Puerperal  Fever 

• . . 

• » • 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  No.  23 

• . • 

2 

25  Congenital  debility,  etc. 

x5 

H 

26  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

8 

1 

27  Suicide 

1 

1 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

38 

38 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

4 

• • • 

Special  causes  (included  above  ) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

• . . 

• • • 

Poliomyelitis  

• • • 

• ♦ • 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

49 

49 

Illegitimate  

2 

4 

Total  Births  

378 

366 

Legitimate  

356 

350 

Illegitimate  

22 

16 

Population  | For  Birth.Rate  

2349i 

22551 

i5 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

X beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1919. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  for  the  detection 
of  nuisances,  resulting  in  the  service  of  697  Informal  Notices  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

All  notices  were  complied  with,  with  the  exception  of  four, 
and  these  were  served  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

A summary  of  the  notices  which  have  been  served  during 
the  year  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  will  be  found  on  page  22. 

The  tabulated  returns  do  not,  of  course,  show  all  the  nuisances 
abated,  as  many  minor  nuisances  are  abated  in  consequence  of 
personal  interviews  with  the  persons  responsible. 

The  supervision  of  work,  such  as  repairs  to  and  re-construction 
of  drains,  the  removal  of  Fever  patients  to  Hospital,  disinfection 
and  inspection  of  infected  houses,  and  the  supervision  of  night 
scavenging,  occasioned  a considerable  expenditure  of  time  and 
labour. 

I take  the  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
satisfaction  in  which  Mr.  Nutt,  Assistant  Inspector,  has  discharged 
his  respective  duties  during  the  year. 

I am,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  McKELLAR, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

General  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  year  697  Informal  Notices  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  were  served. 

Twelve  Statutory  Notices  were  served  by  order  of  the  Council ; 
these  notices  were  for  the  conversion  of  privy  ash-pits  and  box- 
closets  into  water  closets. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings.: 


x6 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909, 

The  Mousing'  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 

During  the  year  248  houses  were  inspected  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  regulations,  and  their  sanitary  condition 
reported  upon. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  maintaining  property  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  workmen  in  the 
building  trades  and  the  high  cost  of  materials. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  work  carried  out  under 


this  heading  during  the  last  nine  years: — 
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Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  all  pur- 
poses ...  ...  ...  ... 

74 

95 

552 

468 

106 

214 

248 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  under 
and  for  the  purpose  of  Section  17  ... 

26 

20 

124 

00 

xh 

M 

3 

4 

32 

Dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection 
were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

31 

27 

124 

4s 

3 

4 

I 

32 

Representations  made  to  the  Council 
with  a view  to  making  Closing  Orders 

31 

27 

49 

31 

3 

4 

32 

Closing  Orders  made 

26 

27 

27 

31 

3 

4 

32 

Dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  Closing  Order 

32 

37 

22 

r37 

• • » 

327 

57 

Dwelling-houses  which  after  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders  were  put 
into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation 

37 

24 

7 

33 

• • • 

2 

21 

Voluntarily  closed  by  Owners 

1 

House  demolished  (Voluntarily) 

20 

20 

4 

• • . 

... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

New  Houses 

1 

1 

*7 

31 

27 

40 

• • • 

. .. 

• • • 
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Privy  Accommodation  and  Conversion  of  Ashpits, 

The  policy  of  substituting  water-closets  for  ashpit  privies,  one 
of  the  chief  sources  of  food  contamination  will  cease  to  exist. 

Additional  protection  will  thus  be  afforded  to  child  life,,  and 
a possible  reduction  of  Diarrhoea  which  invariably  visits  the  town 
during  the  hot  season. 

All  new  liouses  are  provided  with  water-closets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  the  District. 


Privy 

Ash-pits. 

Privy 

Box-closets 

Water- 

closets. 

Total. 

West  Ward 

9 

5°8 

57 

574 

Central  Ward  ... 

. . . 

7©2 

24 

726 

North  Ward 

761 

H 

775 

East  Ward 

16 

774 

1 1 

801 

Victoria  Ward  ... 

2 

528 

7i 

601 

South  Ward 

*7 

788 

TI4 

919 

Totals 

44 

406l 

291 

430 

Situation  of  premises  where  privy  ashpits  and  box-closets 
have  been  demolished  and  water  closets  substituted: — 


27,  Thistle  Street 
Sproat  & Marley 
57,  Tennant  Street 
53,  Carr  Street  .. 
18,  Tennant  Street 
76,  Station  Road 


Ashpits.  Box-closets 
1 ...  — . 

— ...  3 . 

— ...  2 . 

— ...  1 

— ...  1 

2 . 


Water-closets. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


* 


i8 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  Refuse, 

During  the  year  3954  tons  of  town  refuse  have  been  barged  to 
sea;  5441  tons  have  been  deposited  on  land  tips;  and  102  tons 
tipped  in  quarries  situated  ai  the  South  and  East  of  the  district.. 

Ashpits  and  box-closets  are  cleansed  during  the  night,  with 
the  exception  of  ashpits  and  boxes  in  the  Pelaw  Main  district., 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory . manner. 

Trade  Refuse, 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  once  every  day. 

During  the  summer  months  I would  recommend  a special 
collection  of  Butchers’  and  Fishmongers’  refuse. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  six  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district.  These  premises 
are  inspected  as  regularly  as  is  possible,  and  on  the  whole  they 
have  been  maintained  in  a satsifactory  manner. 

These  premises  were  lime-washed  four  times  during  the  year. 
No  structural  improvements  have  been  effected. 

The  following  is  a list  of  foods  surrendered  and  destroyed 


during  the  year: — 4 

Beef,  not  in  carcases  37  stones. 

Mutton,  not  in  carcases  56  lbs. 

Kidney  16  lbs. 

Chickens  30 

Butter  56  lbs. 

Margarine  12  lbs. 

Cheese  6 stones  9 lbs. 

Tin  Milk  6 tins. 


Factory  aud  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  12  workshops  in  the  district  in  which  the  following 


trades  are  carried  on: — 

Milliners  3 

Dressmakers  2 

Tailors  1 

Plumbers  1 

Bakers  2 

Joiners  2 

Laundry  1 

12 
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Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district  were  regularly 

inspected. 

Notice  was  received  from  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories 
in  relation  to  the  following  premises,  and  received  attention: — 

The  Hebburn  Rope  and  Sail  Works — 

To  provide  intervening  ventilated  space  between  women’s 
w.c.  and  work -place. 

Women’s  w.c.  to  be  artificially  lighted. 

To  cleanse  and  limewash  women’s  w.c. 

To  provide  suitable  w.c.  for  men. 

The  following  are  the  general  character  of  the  defects  found 
on  inspection: — 

Ventilation  Defective. 

Lighting  Defective. 

Closet  Accommodation  Defective. 

Yard  Paving  Defective. 

Uncleanliness. 

Internal  Disrepair. 

External  Disrepair. 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  736  notifications  of  ^Infectious  Disease  were 
received  from  the  Medical  Officer.  In  each  case  the  premises  were 
inspected  and  the  sanitary  condition  recorded  and  particulars 
respecting  to  the  history  of  the  case  were  reported  to  the  Medical 


Officer. 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  80 

Houses  Inspected  345 

Houses  Disinfected  126 

Clothing  and  Bedding  Disinfected  (lots)  ...  125 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses  575 

Palmers  Hostel. 


These  premises  provide  accommodation  for  376  lodgers,  and 
are  fitted  w ith  baths,  steam  laundry,  and  separate  cubicles  for  each 
lodger.  Several  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises.  The 


20 


removal  of  refuse  from  these  premises  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council  workmen. 


The  total  number  of  cubicles  in  the  Hostel  is  376. 


North 

Block  

111  cubicles. 

West 

5)  

154  „ 

South 

>>  * * * * 

Cowsheds. 

111 

A « 

There  is  only 

one  Cowshed  in 

the  district.  The  general 

condition  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  This  cowshed  has  been 
regularly  cleansed  and  lime-washed  during  the  year. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  in  a few 
instances  the  occupiers  have  been  warned  against  exposing  milk 
to  contamination. 

Summary  of  Principal  inspections  Made. 


Reason  of  Inspection. 


No.  of  In- 
spections. 


Dwelling-houses . 

General  Inspections  

House  Town  Planning  Act  Inspections  

Overcrowding  of  dwellings  

Dilapidated  houses,  etc 

Defective  paving  and  cementing  

Defective  yard  surfaces  

Lime-washing  of  passages  and  staircases  

Dilapidated  out-houses  

Keeping  of  poultry  in  back-yards  

Dirty  houses  

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Conversion  of  ashpits  into  water-closets  

Conversion  of  cell-privies  into  water-closets  

Conversion  of  dry  ashpits  into  Quine  Ash  receptacles  ... 

Overflowing  of  cell-privies  

Defective  cell-privy  cleansing  doors  

Defective  cell-privy  seats  

Privy  buildings  to  repair  


2555 

248 

I3I7 

12 

24 

10 

30 

339 

37 

12 


6 

20 

26 

250 

262 

6 

36 
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Summary  of  Principal  Inspections  Made  (continued). 


Reason  of  Inspection 


No.  of  In- 
spections. 


Drainage. 

New  houses,  drains  tested  

Choked  drains  

Inspecting  and  testing  reconstruction  of  defective  drains 

Drains  tested  on  complaint  * 

School  drainage  

Defective  sink  waste  pipes,  gullies,  etc 


158 

132 

60 

48 

72 


Offensive  Deposits. 

Pond  and  rubbish  burning,  etc 

Accumulation  of  manure,  etc 
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Water  Supply. 

Absence  of  water  

Defective  fittings  

Registered  and  Licensed  Premises. 

Slaughter  houses  

Cow  byres  

Milk  purveyors  

Common  lodging  house  

Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  

Visits  re  disinfection  

Removing  bedding  to  disinfector  

Disinfection  of  rooms  

Schools  specially  disinfected  

Number  of  houses  disinfected  

Scarlet  fever  

Diphtheria  — 

Enteric  fever  

Phthisis  

Typhus  fever  

Measles  

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Inspection  of  workshops  

Workplaces  


36 

36 


312 

8 

120 

104 


80 

575 

125 

126 

H 

126 

183 

54 

3 

106 


229 


30 

30 


8167 


Total 


22 


Summary  of  Notices  Served  for  the  Abatemesit  of  Nuisances. 


Privy-ashpits,  to  substitute  water-closets  

(Section  39,  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907) 

Box-closets,  to  substitute  water-closets  

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875). 

Ashpits,  to  substitute  ash  receptacles  

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875). 

Water-closet  fittings  (basin,  etc.,  defective)  

Privy  buildings,  to  repair  

Privy  seats,  to  repair  

Privy  cleansing  doors,  to  repair  

Privy  overflowing  upon  back  streets  

Privy  buildings,  to  cleanse  

Drains  defective,  to  repair  or  re-construct  

Sink  waste-pipes,  to  repair  and  trap  

Yard  surfaces,  to  repay  or  relay  

Yard  surfaces,  to  cleanse  

Houses  dirty,  to  cleanse  

Passages  and  staircases,  to  cleanse  and  limewash 

Roofs,  to  repair  

Passages  and  staircase,  to  repair  

Spouting,  to  repair  

Floors,  to  repair  and  ventilate  

Ceilings,  to  repair  

Walls,  damp,  to  repair  

Water  supply,  to  provide  

Overcrowding,  to  abate  

Animals  improperly  kept  

Offensive  accumulations,  to  remove  

Manure,  to  remove  periodically  

Out-houses,  to  repair  

Windows,  to  repair  sash  cords,  etc 

Yard  walls,  to  repair  

Room  walls,  to  repair  

Scullery  sinks,  to  repair  

Garbage  on  streets  

Limewash,  slaughter  houses  

Limewash,  cowsheds  

Ice  Cream  Premises  


Totals 
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13 
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26 

— 

26 

2 
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10 

— 

10 

41 

— 

38 

23 

— 

23 

56 

— 

56 

18 

— 

18 

T I 

— 

1 1 

28 

— 

27 

12 

12 

I 

— 

1 

60 

— 

60 

l7 

— 

*7 

70 

— 

70 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

5 

9 

— 

9 

12 

— ■ 

12 

2 

— 

2 

8 

— 

8 

697 

12 

705 

